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This weekend, November 26 & 27,
marks the first week of Advent.

LONDON, Ontario — John Swales, survivor of years of
horrific sexual abuse at the hands of  a London, Ontario
priest  doesn’t want Catholics to walk away from their Church,
he wants the Church to change. Story page 2. (Michale Swan
photo)

ASTI, Italy — Pope Francis celebrates Mass for the feast of
Christ the King and the local celebration of World Youth
Day November 20, 2022, in the cathedral of Asti, Italy. Story
page 9. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

OTTAWA — The federal government launched a 10-year, $6
billion end-of-life care plan in 2017, and with $3 billion
already spent, the government can’t say exactly where the
money has gone. Story page 6. (Michael Swan photo)

Catholic roots run deep on Canadian World Cup soccer
squad. Tajon Buchanan (left) and Cyle Larin of Team Canada
are two Catholic members. Story page 7. (Greg Spagnoli photo)
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New FreemanThe
Mass has infinitely more weight
than clerical wrongs
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

John Swales, survivor of years of horrific
sexual abuse at the hands of London, ON,
priest Barry Glendenning, doesn’t want Catho-
lics to walk away from their Church over
another round of abuse revelations emanat-
ing now from France. He wants the Church
to change.

“This doesn’t feel good,” Mr. Swales told
The Catholic Register. “It doesn’t feel good
that people are asking, ‘Why am I listening to
this person preach?’ That’s a terrible thing to
have to (ask yourself). ‘Why give them your
money? Why publicly identify yourself as
Catholic?’ ”

Though Mr. Swales himself is unlikely to
occupy a pew on Sunday morning given his
altar boy experience and then his years of
fighting Church lawyers for a settlement, he
doesn’t think faith should be sloughed off.

“I’m a bit of an agnostic today. However, I
accept and remind myself that people are en-
titled to believe what they believe and there is
a value in that. It actually fills me with great
sadness,” he said of the idea that people would
exit the Church over abuse scandals.

There are podcasts with names like How
to Leave the Catholic Church. There’s a con-
stant stream of Twitter advice counselling
Catholics that it’s time to leave. Were they a
Church, ex-Catholics and disengaged Catho-
lics would be Canada’s largest Christian de-
nominations — larger even than the 25 per
cent of Catholics who regularly and publicly
worship.

In 2019 Angus Reid asked Canadians,
“What kind of a job do you think the Catholic
Church as a whole has been doing in address-
ing this Catholic clerical sex abuse issue?”
Catholics were divided. Fifty-two per cent
said a poor or very poor job. Former Catho-
lics were not divided. Ninety-three per cent
said the Church was failing to meet the chal-
lenge.

A tsunami of clerical abuse scandals envel-
oping France and reaching right into the Col-
lege of Cardinals is not about to change any
minds in the ex-Catholic camp.

Last year, the French bishops commis-
sioned an audit of 70 years of abuse cases
and found 330,000 children were sexually
abused over the years in Church contexts.
That includes an estimated 216,000 abused
by clergy, and the rest by scout leaders, camp
counsellors and other volunteers. The report

described “systemic” coverups by Church
officials.

But what’s really caught the attention of
headline writers now is Cardinal Jean-Pierre
Ricard, a high-ranking official in the Dicastery
for Doctrine of the Faith where abuse cases
are investigated and punishments meted out.
He has admitted he abused a 14-year-old girl
when he was a 43-year-old priest, 35 years
ago.

One of Bishop Ricard’s French colleagues
was thought to have resigned in 2020, two
years before the mandatory retirement age of
75, because of ill health. It turns out Bishop
Michel Santier was ordered into a life of prayer
and penance after a Vatican investigation into
him for pressuring two young men into sex.
When Bishop Santier told Catholics in the
Diocese of Créteil, in the suburbs east of
Paris, that he was leaving because of ill health,
nobody at the Vatican contradicted him.

French bishops’ conference president Arch-
bishop Eric de Moulins-Beaufort earlier this
month revealed that 11 French bishops, in-
cluding Bishop Ricard, have been accused
either of sexual misconduct themselves or of
covering up the misconduct of others.

As excruciating as it is to hear the stories
coming out of France, it’s not going to change
anything for Opus Dei member Isabelle Saint-
Maurice.

“I am not following these people who did
soil the message of the Gospel. I am follow-
ing Christ through the Church,” said Ms.
Saint-Maurice. “The Church is not these sin-
gular people, even if they are numerous. I am
not following these people. I am following
Christ and I’m following the message of
Christ. If I follow this message, I will do good.
I will sow good. This is what the Church
needs.”

As a teenager growing up during Quebec’s
Quiet Revolution, Ms. Saint-Maurice remem-
bers a time when people all around her were
deciding the Church didn’t deserve their trust.

“But, I saw my parents. I saw them strong,
happy, solid. This is what they gave us. We
received a nice unity in the family. We had a
lot of fun. We learned how to live and how to
struggle in life,” she said.

Ms. Saint-Maurice’s parents were also
members of Opus Dei. Of her six brothers
and sisters, only one has drifted away from
the Church. For Ms. Saint-Maurice there is
no alternative to the Catholic Church.

“It is because we receive the sacraments.
(continued on page 3)
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(continued form page 2)
Christ left us the means to be united with him
through the mass, the communion, the Sac-
rament of Penance. This is something I am
looking for,” she said. “I am looking for Christ,
who is there and maintains his presence
through the Church.”

Growing up in the 1990s, Archdiocese of
Regina theologian Brett Salkeld has never
known a time when there weren’t sex abuse
scandals attached the the Church. And the
stories of predator priests weren’t remote,
far off news stories either. The priest who
baptized him in Gerald, Sask., was a serial
abuser who targetted his uncle.

For Catholics of Mr. Salkeld’s generation,
the Church is a choice.

“By the time I made a genuine commitment
to my Catholic faith in my later teens I had
already lost any sense of innocence around
this question,” Mr. Salkeld said in an email.
“My commitment to the Church was, I guess
you could say, made with full knowledge. I
have never had any of my illusions on this
point shattered by subsequent revelations.”

Mr. Salkeld is not shocked by the revela-
tions in France.

“It seems to me highly probable that any
country that has not had a reckoning yet has
one coming,” he said. “The problem seems

more or less universal, inside and outside the
Catholic Church. It is my hope that every rev-
elation gets us closer to a world that is safer
for potential victims everywhere.”

While Mr. Salkeld’s attachment to the
Church is not dependent on the moral char-
acter of priests and prelates, he points out
that child abuse and sexual predation do not
define the clergy as he knows them.

“I have had great friends and mentors
among the clergy, both pastorally and aca-
demically. I know that, however widespread
this rot is in the Church, the vast majority of
the clergy are good and faithful servants,” he
said.

Why stay is a question Concerned Lay
Catholics co-founder Cathie Pead asks her-
self often.

“I stay because it is MY Church,” she writes
in an email. “I stay because lay people are the
ones who are going to fix this. And I stay for
Pope Francis and for the good priests who
liberated me from clericalism.”

Mr. Swales recognizes there are good
priests who have suffered through the dec-
ades of sex abuse convictions since the Mount
Cashel stories hit Canada’s crime pages in the
1980s.

“The shroud of oppression that they have
to carry is just incredible. It’s huge,” he said.

“When priests say, ‘This is (B.S.), it has to
stop,’ that’s when accountability will take place.
The present approach isn’t working, so there
has to be a different way.”

Mr. Swales would be happier to see the
Church changed than the Church diminished.

“Ignoring the problem and pretending that
somehow the Church is holier than thou, it’s
problematic. How about just accept the real-
ity of the situation. This is bad stuff. It’s been
going on forever,” he said. “My life was ru-
ined. I’m now at university at 63 years of
age, trying to do what I should have done
when I was 20.”

Mr. Swales is a fourth-year King’s Univer-
sity College student, finishing out a Bachelor
of Social Work degree. He hopes to pursue a
Masters of Social Work and continue work
he has begun helping other abuse survivors.

He’s tempted to cheer on the diminishment
of the Catholic Church, but resists the temp-
tation.

“There’s an angry side of me that might
say, ‘You know, what did you expect?’ But
I’m not sure that that’s helpful,” he said.

Intuition tells him what needs fixing in the
Church.

“When power and control is the focus of
the Catholic…” But he leaves that thought un-
finished, tired of restating old arguments.§

Mass has infinitely more weight than clerical wrongs

Darkness, desolation invite people to draw closer to God, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Moments of difficulty
and desolation are opportunities for praying,
drawing closer to Jesus and discerning the
right path, Pope Francis said.

"The spiritual state we call desolation ... can
be an occasion for growth," the pope said
November 16 during his weekly general au-
dience in St. Peter's Square.

"Indeed, if there is not a little dissatisfac-
tion, healthy sadness, a healthy capacity to
dwell in solitude, to stay by ourselves with-
out fleeing, we risk always remaining on the
surface of things and never making contact
with the centre of our existence," he said.

"Desolation causes a 'rousing of the soul,' it
keeps us alert, it fosters vigilance and humility,
and protects us from the winds of fancy," which
are indispensable for growth, he said.

Continuing his series of audience talks on
spiritual discernment, the pope reflected on
desolation and why the feeling occurs.

In an earlier audience, Pope Francis had de-
fined desolation as the "darkness of the soul" and

the inner sense of unrest and dissatisfaction.
During his November 16 catechesis, the pope

said the dark, sad moments challenge compla-
cency, prompt people to appreciate God's graces
and act as an incentive to grow in one's spiritual
life by drawing closer to Jesus.

"For many saints, restlessness was a decisive
impetus to turn their lives around," he said.

But, he said, when someone lives in a world
of "perfect" and "artificial serenity" where they
ignore or do not try to understand their true
feelings, they will be "indifferent to the
sufferings of others and incapable of accept-
ing our own."

"Important choices come at a price," the pope
said, but it is "a price that is within reach of eve-
ryone." It is a price paid with prayer, discern-
ment and the effort of coming to a decision.

Paying the price of making a decision is
also needed "to get out of a state of indiffer-
ence, which always drags us down," he
added.

Experiencing desolation is an invitation to
no longer take for granted the people in one's
life, he said, but rather to deepen those rela-
tionships, including with God.

"Let us think of our childhood," he sug-
gested. "As children often we look for our
parents to obtain something from them, a toy,
some money to buy an ice cream, permis-
sion. And so, we look for them not for them-
selves, but for gain. And yet, they -- our par-
ents — are the greatest gift, and we under-
stand this gradually as we grow up."

Often people's prayers also are like that —
simply requests for favours without any real
interest in Jesus, Pope Francis said.

"It may seem strange, unreal, to ask the
Lord, 'How are you?'" the pope said. But "in-
stead, it is a beautiful way to enter into a true,
sincere relationship, with his humanity, with
his suffering, even with his singular solitude."

It is good to learn to be with the Lord "with-
out ulterior motives, exactly as it happens with
people we care for: We wish to know them
more and more, because it is good to be with
them," he said.

Do not be discouraged by difficulties and
"do not be afraid of desolation," he said. Move
forward with perseverance, "seeking to find
Christ's heart, to find the Lord and the an-
swer will come, always."§
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Living and revealing God’s reign
The Gospel of Luke presents two very contrasting images of Je-

sus, one as he begins his ministry, the other as it is ending. The first,
is Jesus after his baptism in the Jordan and a time of struggle in the
desert.  Luke tells us: “Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee…” (Lk.4:14). With that Spirit Jesus entered into
the mission to which he has been called.  Jesus describes the mission
in the words of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah: “To bring good
news to the poor,… liberation to the captives, sight to the blind, free-
dom to the oppressed” (Is.61:1).

Near the end of Luke’s gospel, we find the second image. It is very
different, for the image is of the three crosses on Calvary (Luke
23:35-43). This is the scene of Jesus on the cross between two crimi-
nals who have been crucified with him. As contrasting as the images
may appear, they are not unrelated. In fact, the two images actually
express the same thing about Jesus.

Jesus began his mission filled with the Spirit of God. With that
Spirit, he undertook to bring the message of God’s love and mercy
for our world. In doing so, Jesus was proclaiming that the reign of God
is near, it is among us. This is the message he gave to his disciples. Then,
filled with the Spirit, they would go out with the same message and mis-
sion, a mission of love, mercy and peace. In word and action, Jesus
revealed the healing love of God to all he encountered.

That same mission and message is present on Calvary. It is ex-
pressed as Jesus turns to one of those crucified with him. Acknowl-
edging the openness of heart in the person, Jesus confirms that Spirit
in him: “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” Jesus is reaching out
to one of those on the cross with him, an outreach to another rejected
one. In the scriptures, paradise is a place of beauty, life and peace. It
recalls the garden of Eden at the very dawn of Creation presented in
the Book of Genesis, a beautiful, place full of life and marked by
peace and total harmony (Gen.2). It is the fulfillment of God’s reign
among us.

A year ago, we started this liturgical year with Advent and Christ-
mas. We heard the stories of the birth of the saviour and the message
that the reign of God is near and among us. Now with this Feast of

Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, that
year ends and we see the saviour on
the cross. He accepts the sacrifice of
himself for us all. As he does so, what
shines through is the compassion, love
and peace of God’s reign. In Luke’s account, its promise begins with
Jesus’s companion on the cross.

Every Sunday as a Catholic community we gather to hear the sto-
ries of our faith and to share Eucharist at the Table of the Lord. Every
year we hear the message and mission of Jesus unfolding in our
stories. Our stories tell of God’s dream of building a reign not of
power and domination, but of love and liberation, of justice, harmony
and peace. In Eucharist we pray a great prayer of gratitude to our
God who showers the blessings of the reign upon us in so many
ways.

It seems the dream and the building of God’s reign of justice, mercy
and love is still much unfinished. Our mission is to continue what
Jesus has begun. As Pope Francis expressed it: “Jesus Christ is the
face of God’s mercy” and as his disciples, we are the face of Jesus to
our world and all its peoples. Pope Francis went on to say: “Mercy is
the very foundation of our Church’s life….  The Church’s very cred-
ibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compassionate love.”
Our mission is to live in hope and to be the face of this hope, making
the reign of God, with its openness, compassion and love present to
all around us. In this we build reign of peace.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

For 21-year-old Development and Peace activist Yusra Shafi, being at
the COP27 meetings in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, is “an incredible opportu-
nity,” but sometimes an incredible opportunity to be frustrated.

“I do have a sense of frustration about how things have been going
so far. I haven’t really seen a lot of decisions being made,” the fourth-
year psychology student at the University of Toronto said at the half-
way mark of the two-week round of United Nations-sponsored cli-
mate negotiations.

Ms. Shafi isn’t there just to soak in the atmosphere or wave the flag
for Catholic climate change efforts. She wants to learn, to connect
with people and places suffering life-altering effects of climate change
and to bring home from Egypt a message from the front lines of the
battle to save the planet.

“It’s incredibly important for people of faith to be represented here,”
she said. “To do whatever they can with the platform they have and
to embed the spirit of advocacy in the teachings and in the opportuni-
ties that they present to their people. We all have to step up. We all
have that moral responsibility to act as soon as possible.”

Decision-making lacking at climate conference
Development and Peace-Caritas Canada deputy director Luke Stock-

ing envisions Shafi coming home with a message and with the energy
the Development and Peace movement needs.

“One of our strategic orientations is renewing our movement,” Mr.
Stocking said. “Within that, a priority of youth and young adult en-
gagement.”

Ms. Shafi was chosen to go to Egypt by the ecumenical, Kairos-led
For the Love of Creation campaign.

In addition to backing Ms. Shafi’s trip to COP27 (Development
and Peace is a partner in the Kairos Christian social justice coalition),
Development and Peace has ensured that Hanta Manana Rarivoarinoro
of the Development Council of Andohatapenaka in Madagascar can
attend the global climate talks. With Development and Peace’s help,
the CDA has launched over 51 small projects in Madagascar, helping
families cope with drought and flooding, improving farming tech-
niques and installing solar power.

An old slogan Ms. Shafi heard from a Colombian representative
attending the meetings in Sharm El Sheikh — “If not now, when? If
not us, who?” — has become Ms. Shafi’s battle cry in Egypt. Which
is why Ms. Shafi’s frustration isn’t just with the national delegations

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

You have less love in you now
than when you were young

The first chapter of the Book of Revelation contains a powerful
challenge that’s hidden within the overall esoteric language of that book.
John, its author, speaking in the voice of God, says something to this
effect: I have seen how hard you work, I have seen your fidelity and your
hunger for the truth; but I have this against you, “you have less love in you
now than when you were young.” That stings!

It’s easy to be blind to this inside of ourselves. We change, we
grow, we age, and sometimes we don’t look at ourselves closely to
see what those changes are doing to us. Hence, we can be dedicated,
hard-working, truth-seeking, sincere persons, virtuous in most every
way, except that this goodness has become encrusted inside an an-
ger, bitterness, and hatred that wasn’t so evident in us when we were
young. As we age, it’s easier to be committed to the right causes than
to remain loving and not let bitter judgment and subtle hatred infect
our character.

It’s important to have the right causes and to fight for the right
truth, but as T.S. Eliot warns, “The last temptation is the greatest
treason, to do the right deed for the wrong reason”. If the author of
the Book of Revelations came back today and scrutinized us, con-
servatives and liberals alike, I suspect, he might say the same thing he
said to those Christians in Asia all those years ago, You are dedicated,
that’s good - but you have less love in you now than when we were
young. Our causes may be right and our motives good, but there is
also in us now some hatred of others and demonization of them that
wasn’t as evident when we were younger. We need to own this.

Someone once quipped that we spend the first half of our lives
struggling with the Sixth Commandment, with the fire of eros, and

then spend the second half of our lives strug-
gling with the Fifth Commandment, with the
fire of disappointment, anger, and hatred.
When I was young and immature, I used to
confess to having “bad thoughts” (to do with
the Sixth Commandment). Now, aged and
more mature, I confess to having “bad
thoughts” (to do with the Fifth Commandment).

There is, I fear, less love in me now than when I was young. I went
to the seminary at the age of seventeen and for the next eight years
lived in a large community (forty-fifty of us). We were young and
immature, but our community life together was mostly wonder-
ful. These were happy years. Today, all of us in that group are in
our seventies and are mature. However, if we tried to live together
now, we would kill each other. We are more mature — though
perhaps with less love in us now than when we were young.

Admittedly, this can be a simplistic judgment. Are we really less
loving? Is love simply to be identified with warm energy, friendli-
ness, and being nice to each other? It is more than that. Genuine
love can also be prophetic, angry, and hard. Moreover, many things
conspire to naturally callous our youthful sensitivity, exuberance,
and energy, and harden our faces. Our spontaneity, bounce, and
ease in hospitality are calloused simply through the natural loss of
our naiveté and through the inevitable blows which life deals us: dis-
appointment, failure, rejection, the death of loved ones, the loss of
health, and the growing sense of our own mortality. Those things
also take the bounce out of our step and make us less pleasant to be
around than when we radiated youthful exuberance, and that isn’t
necessarily a loss of love.

Still, I’m haunted by an image Margaret Laurence gives us in the
person of Hagar Shipley in her novel, The Stone Angel. As Hagar
ages, she grows ever more bitter and critical of others, without ever
recognizing how much she has changed. One day, ringing a doorbell,
she overhears a little girl telling her mother “that horrible old woman
is at the door.”  Hearing this, stung to her roots, she goes to a bathroom,
turns on all the lights, and for the first time in years examines her face in
the mirror and is taken aback by what she sees. She no longer recognizes
her own face. It has become something other than how she pictures
herself. Her face now is that of a bitter, hateful old person.

We need to do what she did, have a good look at our faces in a
mirror. Better yet, lay out a series of photographs of yourself from
childhood, through adolescence, through young adulthood, through
middle age, to your present age and study your face over the years to
see how it has changed from when you were younger.  Sadly, you
will probably see there some hardening that is less attributable to natural
aging than it is to bitterness, jealousy, and hatred.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 4)
or even the oil and gas lobbyists who have flooded the meeting halls at
COP27. She’s aware that not many Catholic dioceses or parishes in
Canada have taken up the Laudato Si’ Action Platform — a Vatican-
sponsored program of practical measures for Catholic engagement
on climate change.

“We all need to step up. It’s not just a case of the Catholic Church or
parishes. We all have a collective responsibility,” she said.

Mr. Stocking understands Ms. Shafi’s frustration with her own Church.
“On the whole, the Church in Canada has not adopted and inte-

grated the message of Laudato Si’ in the way that those of us who
really believe in its message would like,” he said. “Can we do more as
Development and Peace? Sure.”

Mr. Stocking hopes when Ms. Shafi comes home she will speak to
Development and Peace members, parishes, youth groups, even staff
about her experience.

“People like Yusra, a lot of very talented, engaged young adults
come to Development and Peace through educational institutions,”
Mr. Stocking said.

Handing the baton off to Ms. Shafi and her generation is how Mr.
Stocking imagines Development and Peace will achieve its goal of
“integral communities for integral ecology.”

For her part, Ms. Shafi feels she’s found both a home and a launching
pad in Development and Peace.

“I was so incredibly prepared (for COP27), just equipped with the
knowledge that had come from working with Development and Peace
— carrying those perspectives forward,” she said.§

Climate conference
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Where has the $6 billion gone?
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Ottawa has spent $3 billion out of its $6 billion, 10-
year plan to bolster home and community care, including palliative
care, across Canada. But the federal government can’t quite say what
exactly the money was spent on.

“The administration and delivery of health care are the responsibil-
ity of PT (provincial and territorial) governments,” Health Canada
spokesperson Natalie Mohamed explained in an email to The Catholic
Register.

When the 10-year-plan was launched in 2017, the feds negotiated
five-year agreements, called “action plans,” with provincial govern-
ments. The federal government is now in negotiations with provinces
to define the scope of the next five years of home-care and palliative-
care spending.

“A majority of PTs explicitly included palliative-care initiatives in
their (2017) action plans in the bilateral agreements,” Ms. Mohamed
said. “However, tracking palliative care-specific funding under these
bilateral agreements is challenging as there are multiple occurrences
where an initiative encompasses a much wider scope, with palliative
care as only one component.”

If Ottawa is unsure how much palliative care its $3 billion bought,
following the money is no easier for the professionals who deliver
more home care in Ontario than anybody else.

“I’m not really sure what happened to that ($3 billion), if that was
kind of left up to the provinces to determine then how they would use
it,” Nancy Lefebre, Saint Elizabeth-SE Health vice president and chief
operating officer for the business of caring, told The Catholic Regis-
ter. “We didn’t see a whole significant shift or change in the province
in terms of access to palliative and end-of-life care.”

The difficulty of shifting to more home care and palliative care was
highlighted in a Canadian Medical Association Journal [CMAJ] edito-
rial in September.

“In Alberta and Ontario, only one in six people who died in 2016-
2017 received publicly funded palliative home care,” CMAJ deputy
editor Dr. Andreas Laupacis wrote.

Changing the culture around end-of-life care is proving to be a bit
of a headache.

“One of the barriers to acceptance of palliative care is the miscon-
ception, including among some clinicians, that palliative care means
minimalist care,” Dr. Laupacis wrote.

The vague realization that we’re all going to die doesn’t necessarily
translate into a plan or policies that address society’s collective re-
sponsibility to help all people die well. Of 270,000 Canadians who die
each year, about 90 per cent die of chronic illnesses including cancer,
heart disease, organ failure and dementia. These people would benefit
from palliative care and a solid majority of them would rather receive
that care and end their days at home. But only 15 per cent actually
receive palliative home care in their last year of life. Those who get
what they want — palliative care at home — are 2.5 times more likely
to die at home, according to a 2018 Canadian Institute for Health
Information study.

Patients aren’t asking for a gold-plated, luxury service governments
could never afford. The last time the Ontario Auditor General looked
into the cost of dying in 2014, it found:

• an acute care bed costs $1,100 a day,
• a palliative care bed in a hospital costs $630-$770 per day,

• a hospice bed costs $460 daily,
• staying home costs $100 a day, or less.
Our modern, technology-driven hospitals are actually stuck man-

aging the fallout from their own success. Modern medicine has be-
come so good at fixing and managing the problems we accumulate
over a lifetime that we are living longer with chronic illness, degen-
erative diseases, cancer, etc. People who would have been dead a
generation ago are still with us — frail, suffering and needing pallia-
tive care.

“It is unlikely there will ever be enough palliative-care specialists to
provide such care to all patients who need it,” writes Laupacis.

An army of palliative-care MDs is not how the home-care special-
ists at Saint Elizabeth imagine they will meet the challenge.

“Funding needs to be redirected to support services at home,” said
Lefebre. “New models, we’re talking about modernizing home care.
They (provincial governments) need to be open to new models of
care, new ways of doing things.”

Ms. Lefebre imagines a future in which palliative care is delivered
primarily at home. And not just to individual patients but to their fami-
lies and friends who need training and support so they can meaning-
fully participate in the care of their loved ones, followed by psycho-
logical and spiritual support to guide them through the grieving proc-
ess. Rather than leaning on hospitals to bail them out whenever a
patient’s condition gets worse (shortness of breath that comes with
heart failure, choking that comes with dementia, pain that invades the
body with cancer), Lefebre’s ideal model would see home-care teams
supported by a local hospice. Hospices should be the natural hub for
a community based model of palliative care, she said.

But getting hospices built and financed has proven incredibly diffi-
cult. If it costs $20 million to build a new 10-bed hospice, the provin-
cial government only ponies up $2 million. The $105,000 a year the
province provides to pay nurses, personal support workers and other
services per hospice palliative bed is well short of the actual costs of
high-quality palliative care.

In budget terms and in terms of the Canada Health Act, hospices
and palliative care at home aren’t actually part of Canada’s publicly
funded health-care system. Want a hospice? Hold a bake sale. Want
hospital beds? The government pays.

Ms. Lefebre wishes governments understood just how urgently
Canada needs to change its health-care funding and delivery.

“We need a burning platform to get this thing moving,” she said. “If
we could get a citizen movement, that could be more helpful in terms
of putting more pressure on government and politicians to start de-
manding these kinds of services within their own homes.”

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
The Quality End-of-Life Care Coalition of Canada wants Ottawa

and the provinces to stop letting constitutional jurisdiction interfere
with nationwide palliative care. The coalition is demanding a truly
national framework for care.

“There must be a well-funded, sustainable national strategy for pal-
liative care,” the coalition told the government in its February 2022
budget submission. The coalition, which includes SE Health, the Ca-
nadian Society of Palliative Care Physicians, the Canadian Cancer
Society, the Canadian Association for Spiritual Care and the College
of Family Physicians among others, has had it up to the eyeballs with
Canada’s fractured, piecemeal, uneven and provincial approach to
health care.

“It is vital that Canada take a national approach and finally move
forward in implementing the Framework and Action Plan on Palliative
Care in Canada,” they said.

Earmarking a mere $29.8 million over six years in the 2021 federal
budget to improve access to palliative care is better than nothing, said
the coalition, “But it barely scratches the surface in terms of the fund-
ing needed to ensure proper awareness, access and delivery of qual-
ity palliative care.”

The good news is that COVID proved the system can change and
change fast, Ms. Lefebre said. Virtual visits from nurses, chaplains
and doctors are often all that’s needed to ensure a patient is stable, but
that wasn’t recognized by Ontario’s funding system before 2020.

“We never had virtual visits funded (before COVID). We were
fighting that battle for 10, 15 years,” Lefebre said. “The pandemic
comes and within two weeks we have funding codes for virtual vis-
its. What was so hard about putting them in place in the first place? I
don’t know.”

Ms. Lefebre isn’t demanding more resources from government,
just the right resources in the right place at the right time.

“We have to be creative and innovative with the resources we have
at this moment in time,” she said.§

Where has the $6 billion gone?

Catholic roots run deep on Canadian World Cup squad
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Watching Canada clash against the greatest soccer stars from around
the world in the FIFA World Cup will be particularly exciting for St.
Edmund Campion Secondary School in Brampton, Ontario.

The city is home to numerous members of the 26-man national
men’s soccer team, and three of these players — winger Tajon
Buchanan, forward Cyle Larin and midfielder Jonathan Osorio — all
starred for the St. Edmund Campion Bears senior soccer team under
the tutelage of head coach Greg Spagnoli.

“It is great for the school community,” said Mr. Spagnoli, Campion’s
physical education and health department head. “These gentlemen
worked very hard to achieve these goals since they were in high
school. We’re very proud and ecstatic to say that they came to our
school and represented our Catholic school community in that capac-
ity, and we’re all looking forward to watching them excel on the
world stage.”

The three were named to the final roster of the Canadian team
November 13, after helping Canada through the gruelling qualification
for the World Cup for only the second time in its history. The tourna-
ment began November 20 and runs through December 18 when the

world champion will be crowned. Canada’s preliminary round games
saw the squad take on Belgium November 23, and Croatia November
27, and a game with Morocco on December 1.

Mr. Osorio, Mr. Larin and Mr. Buchanan all tasted glory at the
Ontario Federation of School Athletic Association (OFSAA) AAA boys’
soccer championship in different years. Mr. Osorio led the Bears to
the title in 2009 in Grade 11, Larin captured three consecutive provin-
cial crowns from 2011-13 and 10th-grader Buchanan struck gold in
2015 before relocating to Broomfield, Colorado, to attend Legacy
High School for Grade 11 and 12 from 2016-17.

Spagnoli said his former players “are all very different in demean-
our, and how they are and how they carry themselves.”

“John Osorio is very vocal and very instrumental in taking that
mantle of leadership on while he was playing for me at the school. He
was the guy who was involved and really trying to motivate his
teammates during the game. He thrived on carrying the team in that
capacity,” said Mr. Spagnoli. “Cyle was a gentle giant. More reserved,
a bit quieter, kind of just went about his business and performed by
showing what he could do on the field. Tajon was very similar to
Cyle, a quiet leader who did what he had to do.”

Plans are in the works for classes at Edmund Campion to watch at least
parts of the Team Canada matchups scheduled during the school day.

Mr. Spagnoli is eagerly awaiting the opening kickoff and seeing his
players on the world’s brightest stage. He has stayed in touch with his
former players over the years. He has travelled to the U.S. to watch Larin
play for the University of Connecticut Huskies. He messages both Buchanan
and Larin periodically, who both star for Club Brugge in Belgium. And
Spagnoli regularly sees Osorio compete for Toronto FC.

FIFA World Cup fever is also poised to sweep through Dante Alighieri
Academy Catholic Secondary School in Toronto as the students and
staff root for defender Richie Laryea, who graduated in 2013.

“You feel excited like you are a kid,” said Mauro Ongaro, physical
education teacher at Dante Alighieri. “There is a sense of pride be-
cause you were part of his life when he was in high school. All of us
who taught him, coached him, are very proud of him and what he has
accomplished and everything he has gone through to get to this point
of being a player on our national soccer team competing at the World
Cup.”

Mr. Ongaro said Mr. Laryea’s elite talent was immediately clear
during his formative years, but what also stood out was his “perse-
verance and work ethic.” The teacher said it was clear the young
man “had the dedication to become a professional soccer player.”

His personality, said Mr. Ongaro, made Mr. Laryea an endearing
figure around the academy.

“He was always very kind with teachers and other students. He
was always very well liked by everybody. That’s what stands out,”
said MR. Ongaro. “He was always very inclusive with everyone too.
He was always one of the guys. He never thought of himself as
anyone bigger. He was very humble.”

The school is planning on gathering as a complete community in
the auditorium to watch at least part of Mr. Laryea’s games on the big
screen.

All told, eight of Canada’s national team players attended a Catholic
elementary, secondary or postsecondary institution along their jour-
ney to the soccer world stage. Alphonso Davies, the Bayern Munich
star, widely regarded as the premier player on the Canadian team, is
one of the eight. The 22-year-old fullback attended Mother Teresa
Elementary School in Edmonton.§
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Guide brings trafficking awareness to the pews
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

The Archdiocese of Vancouver is teaming up with the Dioceses of
Victoria and Saskatoon to unveil the Working Towards Freedom study
guide, a resource designed for clergy, parish groups and individual
congregants to learn more about human trafficking.

Two webinars, scheduled for November 24 and November 26,
will launch this new resource, which will examine the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops’ 2021 Pastoral Letter on Human Traf-
ficking and Sexual Exploitation in Canada.

Myron Rogal, coordinator of the Diocese of Saskatoon’s office of
justice and peace, said the guide explores the messages and themes of
the letter more in-depth.

“This letter really brought us down to that level of education and
awareness,” said Mr. Rogal. “We thought we could disseminate that
further at the parish and diocesan level, and apply it towards some
education, awareness and advocacy at the local level. We were in-
spired by the document and we wanted to open it up more and make
it more accessible to the people in our dioceses, and across our coun-
try and beyond.”

Working Towards Freedom is divided into four sections with each
following the learning model of see, learn, pray, act. Individuals are
invited to complete the study activities, but this document is primarily
envisioned to “bring people together in dialogue in local parishes and
other community settings.”

Unit one of the document, for example, delves into defining human
trafficking and reflecting on what Catholic social teaching says about
trafficking. The “see” activity of this segment asks participants to
review the Vatican’s Migrants and Refugees Section’s Pastoral
Orientations on Human Trafficking. The “learn” encourages attendees
to watch videos from Father Fred Kammer, SJ, and American Bishop
Robert Barron about dignity of the human person, and also to view
how Catholic social teaching interconnects with current law, specifi-
cally the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act
(PCEPA).

The “pray” component is praying the beatitudes and considering
how to live them today., while the “act” encourages readers to share
what they have learned with family and friends, and to teach children,
nephews and nieces, etc., about the true meaning of consent, the
danger of online trafficking and pornography.

Many misconceptions about the nature of human trafficking exist
throughout Canada and the world. Working Towards Freedom seeks
to provide enlightenment, said Mr. Rogal.

“The number one thing we want to share is that (trafficking) hap-
pens everywhere across Canada from tiny towns to big cities and
from the Prairies to the east coast,” he said. “It is so prevalent. It also
doesn’t happen to one socioeconomic group. There are certain things
that make women and girls more vulnerable, but it does happen across
the spectrum.

“Another misconception that we see is the assumption that (traf-
ficking) happens overnight where someone might come into your
home to coerce and force you. In actuality, most of the bondage isn’t
physical — women aren’t enchained in basements for the most part
— it is psychological imprisonment. And most of it happens online.”

Statistics Canada announced in June that human trafficking inci-
dents reported by the police declined from 546 to 515, but the au-
thors of the report, who work for the Canadian Centre for Justice

and Community Safety Statistics, admitted that the increased online
nature of this crime due to the COVID-19 pandemic would lead to
incidents “more likely going undetected” when they did occur.

Other reasons why it is difficult to deduce the full scope of human
trafficking in Canada include language barriers, a lack of health care,
inadequate law enforcement training, victims’ fear and shame, a de-
sire to protect their trafficker and distrust of authorities.

Delving into Working Towards Freedom also provides a forum for
participants to learn about St. Josephine Bahkita (1869-1947), who
was born into a family of six in Darfur, Sudan. Her happy childhood
was dashed at nine years old when she was kidnapped from a field
and forced into slavery, two years after an older sister was abducted.

St. Bahkita survived and came to know God herself, becoming a
model of simplicity, prayer and service. She was canonized in 2000.
Her feast day is February 8, which is also the International Day of
Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking.

Mr. Rogal said one hopeful impact of people engaging with the
study guide is for there to be a heightened awareness of the PCEPA
and enhanced efforts to advocate for this legislation to remain intact.
He said decriminalization of prostitution and sex work in countries
like Germany and New Zealand has led to a spike in trafficking.

He also awaits to see how groups and individuals manifest their own
actions to combat human trafficking in the weeks and months to come.

“What we would hope for is for people to listen, take seriously and
put into action how God might be calling them specifically on this
challenge moving forward. It could be that they are doing some po-
litical advocacy work with some of the tentative changes that could
come on the legal landscape, it could be someone educating their
children more or someone urg-
ing their parish to pray about this
more. We are hoping for an out-
pouring of these individualized
responses.”

To view the guide, see
rcdos.ca/wp-content/uploads/
2022/09/AHT-booklet-Final.pdf.
Information about the webinars
can be found by visiting the
Saskatoon, Vancouver or Victo-
ria diocesan websites.§
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Visiting his family, pope celebrates feast of Christ the King
By Catholic News Service

ASTI, Italy — With several of his cousins and their children and
grandchildren present, Pope Francis celebrated mass in the Asti ca-
thedral, giving a nod to his family roots and drawing people's atten-
tion to the root of Christian faith: the cross of Jesus.

The mass November 20, the feast of Christ the King and World
Youth Day, was the only public event during the pope's weekend visit
to the region from which his grandparents, Giovanni Angelo Bergoglio
and Rosa Vassallo, and his father Mario immigrated to Argentina in
1929.

The visit was timed to coincide with the 90th birthday of Carla
Rabezzana, the pope's second cousin. And, after landing in Portacomaro
near Asti November 19 and stopping for a prayer in a village church,
Pope Francis headed straight to Mr. Rabezzana's house for lunch.

After lunch, the pope visited a nearby home for the aged and then
headed to the little village of Tigliole to visit another second cousin,
Delia Gai.

The cousins and their families joined an estimated 4,000 people for
mass with the pope the next day in the Asti cathedral.

In his homily, sprinkled with words in the Piedmont dialect his
grandmother taught him, Pope Francis focused on how the kingship

of Christ is different from any idea people usually have of a king.
"He is not comfortably enthroned but hanging on a gibbet," the

pope said. "The God who 'casts down the mighty from their thrones'
appears as a slave executed by those in power."

Accusing no one, "he opens his arms to all. That is how he shows
himself to be our king: with open arms," the pope said.

With open arms, Jesus "embraced our death, our pain, our poverty,
our weakness and our misery," he said. "He let himself be insulted and
derided, so that whenever we are brought low, we will never feel
alone. He let himself be stripped of his garments, so that no one
would ever feel stripped of his or her rightful dignity. He ascended the
cross, so that God would be present in every crucified man or woman
throughout history."

"This is our king, the king of the universe," Pope Francis said.
At the beginning of the mass, Stefano Accornero, a local seminar-

ian, was installed in the ministry of acolyte.
Departing from the prepared text of his homily, Pope Francis told

Mr. Accornero and anyone else preparing for priesthood: "Do not
forget that this is your model: do not cling to honours, no. This is
your model; if you do not think of being a priest like this king, better
stop here."

Urging members of the congregation to gaze upon Jesus on the
cross, the pope told them Christ does not "give us the same kind of
fleeting glance that we so often give him. No, he stays there, a 'brasa
aduerte,' (arms open, in Piedmontese) to say to you in silence that
nothing about you is foreign to him, that he wants to embrace you, to
lift you up and to save you just as you are, with your past history,
your failings and your sins."

By surrendering to Christ's love and accepting his forgiveness, any-
one can begin again, the pope said. "Salvation comes from letting
ourselves be loved by him, for only in this way are we freed from
slavery to ourselves, from the fear of being alone, from thinking that
we cannot succeed."

"Ours is not an unknown God, up in the heavens, powerful and
distant, but rather a God who is close. Closeness is God's style; he is
close with tenderness and mercy," the pope said. "Tender and com-
passionate, his open arms console and caress us. That is our king!"

The day's Gospel reading included the exchange of the "good thief"
saying to Jesus on the cross: "Remember me when you come into
your kingdom," and Jesus replying, "Today you will be with me in
paradise."

That same promise is available to all who honestly admit their faults
and trust in the Lord, the pope said. "Before God only soap and water,
no makeup, just your soul as it is. Salvation starts there." §CARLETON

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM
337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5

Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430
Funeral Director

Arthur Smith
www.carletonfuneralhome.ca

“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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Live the Gospel by treating others as a brother or sister, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Treating everyone as a brother or sister is the clear-
est, most simple way to live the Gospel each day, Pope Francis said.

"It is an invitation without exclusion: brothers and sisters all in hu-
manity and love," the pope wrote in a message to members of FOCSIV,
a federation of mostly Italy-based Catholic volunteer organizations
that work internationally.

Representatives of the federation met the pope at the Vatican No-
vember 14 as part of their celebration of the organization's 50th anni-
versary. Twenty organizations founded the group in 1972; today it
includes 94 organizations working in 80 countries.

Ivana Borsotto, the group's president, told Pope Francis, "We seek
to be a neighbour in the most abandoned peripheries, in the most
remote villages, in the most inhumane prisons, along the cruelest mi-
gratory routes, in the most crowded refugee camps and in war-torn
countries."

In his prepared text, Pope Francis said development work, like
what FOCSIV members promote in many of the world's poorest
countries, is the only real response to concerns about migration.

"Think of how many young people today are forced to leave their
land in search of a dignified existence; how many men, women and
children face inhumane journeys and violence of all kinds in order to
seek a better tomorrow; how many continue to die on the routes of
despair, while their fate is discussed or we turn away," the pope wrote.

"Forced migration — to escape war, hunger, persecution or cli-
mate change — is one of the great evils of this age," he wrote, and
"we will only be able to address at its root by ensuring real develop-
ment in every country."

At the audience, Pope Francis asked Mr. Borsotto to deliver his
prepared text to the members, but said he wanted to speak more
about what was in his heart.

Volunteering is a characteristic of Italians and something not as
common elsewhere, he told them. "It is one of the most beautiful
things" because it involves making a free choice to go out and per-
sonally help someone in need.

"One has to take action. I can stay at home sitting quietly, watching
TV or doing other things — no, I make this effort to go out," he said.
"Volunteering involves effort to go out to help others, that's how it is.
There is no desk volunteering and there is no television volunteering,
no. Volunteering is always going out with an open heart, an outstretched
hand, the legs ready to go."

But it also involves meeting someone, listening to them and sharing
with them, he said.

"We are living in a civilization of confrontation," he said, and wars
are just one sign of it.

"One clash after another and we never learn -- not on a world level
and not on a personal level," Pope Francis said.

People even seem to define themselves by their opposition to some-
one or some idea, he said. It's like they say, "'I don't know who I am,
but I am against this and against that.' Their identity is being-against,
clashing."

But, he said, volunteering is "an ode to fraternity" and to recogniz-
ing that no matter the differences of culture or opinion, all people are
brothers and sisters.§

CHIASSON, CLADUIA MARIE — It is with broken hearts that
the family of Claudia Marie Chiasson, loving wife of Fernand Chiasson,
announce her passing on Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at the Saint
John Regional Hospital. Born on July 14, 1942 in Tracadie, NB, she
was the daughter of the late Melanie (Savoie) and Sebastian Saulnier.

Claudia will be lovingly remembered by her husband of 62 years,
Fernand; sons, Michael, Joel (Tracey) and Denny (Mary); daughters,
Susan and Bernice (Bob); brother, Ronald (Laudia) and sister, Jeannine
(Benoit); grandchildren, Alison (Nathan), Jacqueline (Adam), Joshua
(Sophie), Matthew (Danika), Meaghan, Melissa (Sarah), Jonathan,
Abigail (Jacob), Alex, Emelia and Parker; great-grandchildren, Jer-
emiah, Addison, Violet, Myla, Thomas, Alexia, Charlotte and Eloise;
as well as many nieces, nephews and cousins.

In addition to her parents, Claudia was predeceased by her sister,
Odessia.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy was held from Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John. Interment will take place in St. Simon, NB at a
later date.

FOUNRIER, DANIEL JAMES — Daniel James “Danny” Fournier,
husband of the late Mary Elizabeth “Betty” (Roberts) Fournier, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, November 16, 2022 at the Saint John
Regional Hospital. Born in Petersville, NB on August 30, 1935, he
was the eldest son of the late Lawrence and Hazel (Freeze) Fournier.

Danny is survived by his two sons, James (Kim) and Lawrence
(Sharon) both of Saint John; four grandchildren, Bill Fournier of Al-
berta, Selena Fournier Winn (Andrew) of Saint John, Matthew Fournier
(Janyce Landry) of Saint John and Curtis Fournier (Stephanie
Duchesne) of Dartmouth, NS; six great-grandchildren, Kayla Ferris,
Billy Fournier, Kylie Bowland, Elizabeth Fournier, Maxwell Winn and
Vivian Winn.  He is also survived by three sisters, Olive Oram (Ron),
Alice Vicars (David) and Pauline O’Rourke; his brother, Douglas
Fournier (Beverly); several nieces and nephews.  Additionally, he is
survived by sister-in-law, Judy Fournier; former daughter-in-law, Susan
Boyce and special family friend, Audrey McLean.

He was predeceased by sisters, Verna Yoston, Helen Bond, Roberta
“Cookie” Ferguson and Gloria Davis; brothers, John, Charles and
Bruce and brother-in-law, Karl O’Rourke.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy was held from Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John. Intermentin St. Joseph’s Cemetery. §



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.November 25, 2022 Page 11

Saint John Christmas Exchange
The Saint John Christmas Exchange is a non-profit agency, coordinating with churches/agencies in

the Saint John area. Our goal is to provide food for Christmas dinner to those in need.
Our office opens Monday, November14,2022 and the last day for registra-

tion is Wednesday, December 9,2022 .We are asking individuals/ families, to
register early. Please contact the church to see when their registrations start. You
can register for Christmas Exchange  at only one place. Duplication of registra-
tions will result in delays.

Churches require current  Government  ID , for each household member.
The Exchange checks all those registered for duplication.

The church/ agency where you register provides for you, and will advise
when you can pick up your Gift Card or Basket. The Christmas Exchange
Organization does  not give  Gift Cards to individuals.

The Christmas Exchange does not take registrations.

Advisory council suggests bishops guide ministries on gender dysphoria
By Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE — An advisory body to the U.S. bishops has called
for the development of practical and pastoral guidance on gender
dysphoria to help laypeople and clergy in their ministries in parishes,
schools and other settings.

The suggestion was among a series of proposals from the National
Advisory Council [NAC] that was included in a report November 16
delivered to the fall general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops [USCCB] in Baltimore.

The council's work is to review, discuss and advise the bishops on
the agenda items from Administrative Committee meetings that may
be coming before the full USCCB for action at the bishops' annual fall
general assembly. It includes about three dozen members, including
clergy, women religious, laypeople and four bishops.

Mark Sadd of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, West Virginia,
who is chair of the council, told the assembly that members of the
advisory group had been discussing the issue of gender dysphoria for
several years and that it felt it was time to make the request through a
nonbinding resolution adopted during its September meeting.

"Currently, families, parishes and schools are daily encountering diffi-
cult conversations with their children and feel ill equipped to explain or
accompany them through this journey," Mr. Sadd said in his report.

"Gender dysphoria" is a term that describes a sense of unease or
distress that a person may experience by feeling there is a mismatch
between their biological sex and their gender identity.

Mr. Sadd shared that a NAC member, a teacher, had described
having to confront this challenge at her school.

"Our schools are having weighty and frequent discussions about
policy and catechesis. We urgently need guidance on proper terms,
approaches and Catholic teaching," he quoted the teacher as saying
during the NAC's September meeting.

In response, he asked the bishops' assembly: "If it is not you, our
bishops, who speak on these (issues), then who will speak? ... If it is
not now in the present, then when?"

Mr. Sadd said the NAC adopted four other nonbinding resolutions
on issues related to USCCB, including one about the importance of
communications in the work of the conference.

The resolution specifically urges that the bishops draft a "frame-
work for the responsible participation of publishers, journalists and
platforms to reflect the influence of modern communication includ-
ing social media."

Mr. Sadd explained that NAC members were not looking for the
bishops to officially approve Catholic media outlets but that they set
forth principles that guide how the bishops and dioceses "affirm and
express Catholic values."

"The church must be seen not only as the guardian of the faith, for life,
for family and for her institutions, but also as the leading advocate of the
Gospel values of charity, mercy and of love," Mr. Sadd said.

Social media, he added, has polarized society and he said the NAC
sees such outlets as presenting an opportunity "to teach people how
to use old media, new media and social media in a manner fitting to
their discipleship."

Mr. Sadd's report described how the council recently heard about
the restructuring of the USCCB Department of Communications from
James Rogers, the conference's chief communications officer The re-
structuring includes the closing of Catholic News Service domestic op-
erations December 31, and the shuttering of the USCCB Publishing Of-
fice.

Regarding the closing of the Catholic News Service, Mr. Sadd said
NAC members were "wistful but accepting" of the decision while
suggesting that the "restructuring presents an ideal time to ensure that
the mandate of the communications department is sustainable and
achievable."

The two remaining resolutions ask the bishops' Committee on
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations to share leadership develop-
ment resources with clergy and lay leaders alike and to distribute a
report on the effectiveness of existing practices to prevent clergy
sexual abuse, respectively.

The report would cover steps under the "Charter for the Protection
of Children and Young People," now 20 years old, and the Catholic
Bishops Abuse Reporting System regarding allegations against bish-
ops as well as bishops' handling of abuse charges.

The NAC report also credited the bishops for their three-year eu-
charistic revival, which will culminate in a National Eucharistic Con-
gress in Indianapolis in 2024.

  "The states of belief or unbelief
of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament
remain of highest concern to the
members of the advisory council,"
Mr. Sadd said.
  At the same time, NAC members
urged the bishops to devote more
time during their assembly to pres-
entations on life issues, saying the
time allotted to such concerns dur-
ing this year's fall assembly "was
grossly inadequate."
 "Our members are calling on the
bishops to ramp up the church's
advocacy on other life issues and
to reconfigure the church's re-
sources through all of its institu-
tions to more life-centric ministries,
especially to mothers and children
in need," Mr. Sadd said.§
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MIRAMICHI — Some of the Catholic Women’s League members who participated in the Socktober drive, and who packaged socks for
delivery are seen with the bags of socks.  (L to r)  Mary Alma Preston, Stella Mercer, Irene Christie, Barb O’Reilly, Linda Loucks, Maura
McCluskey, Kathleen McCluskey, Paula Trueman, Marg Sweeney, Rose Spray and Linda Morris. (Linda Morris photo)

By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — Last month, 23 churches, alongside several local
businesses and service groups, joined together for SOCKTOBER —
a collection of socks for those in need within the Miramichi commu-
nity.

Participants included, the Seventh Day Adventist Church, St. An-
drews Anglican Church, St. Mark’s Anglican Church, St. Mary’s
Anglican Church, St. Paul’s Anglican Church, St. James & St. John
United Church, St. Andrew’s United Church, the Calvin Presbyterian
Church, the Miramichi Wesleyan Church, the Skyway to Heaven
Church, the Nordin Family Worship Centre, the Point Church, the
Eastside Church, Knox United Church, St. Stephen United Church,
Carmel United Church, and the churches of St. Michael the Archan-
gel, Our Lady of the Rivers, Notre-Dame-de-l-Espérance, St. Mar-
guerite Bourgeoys, and Our Lady of Lourdes parishes.

Though this was the first year for the event in Miramichi, the story
of SOCKTOBER began in 2011, when Brad Montague, wanting to
help out the homeless of his community, learned that socks are the
items least donated to homeless shelters. That year, he wished people
“Happy Socktober!” as he gave out pairs of socks on the streets.

Trying to promote more awareness, he posted videos on social
media. In the years that followed, the movement has spread around
the world, with participants on all seven continents.

Co-coordinator of the Miramichi sock drive, Paula Trueman, reached
much the same conclusion herself, in the course of her work with the
Rotary Club, gathering clothes for the needy.

Speaking with people in the community, she too learned that warm
socks were something that was often overlooked among the dona-
tions. She took her idea for a sock drive to the St. Michael’s Catholic
Women’s League (CWL), and, in partnership with the community,
the drive began with a goal of collecting 1,000 pairs of socks.

The Miramichi Timberwolves, the local Junior A hockey team, col-
lected socks at their October home games, 11 local car dealerships

stung clotheslines to accept donations, and hampers were placed at
the participating churches. When the final tally was made, 7,222 pairs
of socks were collected.

Ms. Trueman offered this reflection on the initiative, “Now that
Miramichi’s First Annual SOCKTOBER is drawing to an end, I want
to sincerely thank my incredible co-chair, Linda Morris. We were an
awesome team. Thank you also to St. Michael’s Basilica CWL mem-
bers who supported this project and gave their time to sort and bag
socks. Thanks for the participation of our 11 car dealerships, 22
churches (of all denominations) and their contact people. Thank you
to the Miramichi lady golfers and to the Newcastle Business Associa-
tion for their tremendous sock donations. Also, thank you to the
Chatham Rotary for their generous monetary donation. Finally, a very
hearty thanks to all Miramichiers for their tremendous generosity.
Because of you, there will be many more warm feet in our city this
winter. We’ll be back in 2023…so, stock up on socks at the sales!”

The socks have been packaged, and will be delivered this week
to 24 sites in the region; the Women’s Prison, Foster Teens (living
outside of Youth House), Women out of Prison, the Emergency
Backpack Program for Children, Harvest House, local residents in
need, Two Tent Communities, the Salvation Army, the Miramichi
Food Bank, the Miramichi Detox Centre, the Miramichi Transition
House, the Miramichi Youth House/Housing Solutions, the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, Miramichi West Christmas Hamper Program,
Homeless Shelter/Newcastle, Miramichi Early Intervention Pro-
gram, Day Care Children in Need, St Andrews United Soup Kitchen,
St Mary’s Anglican Soup Kitchen, Special Care Home for Seniors/
Disabled, Big Brother/Big Sisters, Hope Café Newcastle, newly ar-
rived Ukrainian Families, and the Miramichi East Christmas Hamper
Program. 

Co-coordinator Linda Morris said, “By warming the ‘soles’ of oth-
ers, we have warmed our hearts!”

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Miramichi sock collection surpasses goal


